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Oct 19,  6:30pm
 Xinjiang, Xinjiang

In western China, every year millions of migrant workers in late August together in the influx of Xinjiang, where they are from a single name - farmers. Tracking shot of a group of film from the capital of Ning County, Gansu migrant workers to these migrant workers as the main line, from left to return home until the end of the process, punctuated by migrant workers in other places. The film offers a group portrait of the narrative, showing a large labor force unprecedented in human history, migration, through this process, the performance of contemporary Chinese farmers living situation and a number of columns associated with social problems. 
Dir. Zhang Zhi-tuo  73mins   2008     English Subtitles 


Ancient Species

Dong Chao-qing, a Baomo (flamen), found the red grains of an ancient species in PingzhaiVillage and under his proposal, three farmers started to plant the red grains in the traditional way.

From the last century, Chinese government has been waving high the banner of scientific farming, and promotes that “modern farmers should know about scientific farming”. Although the farmers were not wiling to, they still started to use fertilizers and pesticides, which severely damaged soils. Not to say that the new breeding technologies also render the traditional grain species near extinction.

As the three agricultural problems came up on stage of politics, everyone wants to solve the three problems of agriculture, farming villages, and farmers. But nobody in town really knows what the problem is in those agricultural villages. Many university students support to bring sanitation, science and culture to the countryside. But without a clue of what agricultural life is, their enthusiasm just goes down to drain. Without truly understanding the problems, simply idealistic actions will change nothing but leave the problems there while the urban-rural gap expands and the society is still not in harmony.

Organic farming actually originates from China and is based on the farming skills passed down from one generation to another, which consequently forms the strong historical and emotional bonding between farmers and their land. Ironically, the parents who work in the fields would rather “exodus” their children from agriculture through education. The economic growth in China has increased people's income, but not their confidence. The urban people, who despise their rural countrymen, are in fact looking down on themselves with the poisonous thinking of “whatever exotic represents good, whereas home-made stuff is worthless.” When people try to help farmlands and farmers to regain their land and agricultural confidence, is that not also a process for Chinese people to find their own confidence?

Dir.  Lin Zhi-zhan (Taiwan)     86 mins    2008     English Subtitles 
Oct 21,  6:30pm

The Fall of Womenland

A documentary on the unique sexual culture of the Mosuo people – a small minority situated in the South-West of China-, and one of the last remaining matriarchal societies in the world. Without a formal marriage contract, the Mosuo traditionally build relationships based on free love and sexual satisfaction.

But can the sexual liberty and power of the Mosuo women survive as modern Chinese society encroaches their ancestral land? We follow Bima, a young Mosuo woman, and learn of her reality and of the dangers that threaten her inherited way of life.
Dir. He Xiaodan (Canada)     46 mins     2009   English Subtitles

Empty      
The film tells the life of a farmer in China,De Fu,who has a totally different life than Li Jing ,a girl who lives in Beijing. The common thread between them is the desire to find true love.The filme shows that the higher the expectation you have ,the more disappointed you can become.This encompasses the world in its origin:”Empty”. 

The documentary film  powerfully touches the depth of contemporary Chinese society.

Dir. Zhao Bing   90 mins     2010    Chinese with Ehglish Subtitle.
Oct 26,  6:30pm

Survivors in one year.mianzhu
Yang Xiaoling lost her fiance in the major Wenchuan Earthquake. After half a year of the earthquake, the parents of Yang Xiaoling hoped her to recovered from the pain and to found new boyfriend. Then, Yang Xiaoling began to have a blind dating that she never experienced. In spite of feigned happiness, the pain losing fiance has never passed away.
Dir. Jia Ding   50mins   2009    English Subtitles 
To Sing With the Ancestors

Ge Bu is a poet who came from the tribe of colorful clothes in the mountainous area. He stayed and taught there after graduated from middle school, and has since worked in various governmental positions. All along the way, he moved farther and farther away from the mountainous area, and the loneliness piled up in his mind just seems deeper and deeper, especially whenever he recites the tribal epics passed down from mouth to mouth. In 2007, the government transferred Ge Bu to his hometown and want him to convince the tribe to build a road connecting to the outside world for more interaction. 

A-Ying, a singer, went blind at 18, when his eyes ached for 3 days. Being left with pure darkness and loneliness, A-Ying picked up his father’s sanxian and self-learned to play the instrument of his ancestors, relying solely on his feelings and sensations. Since then, the sanxian is everywhere in his songs and music.

Beima Nuo Fu is a wizard of the village and carries on the ancient culture of his tribe. One of the epics that he often recites summarizes the farming skills of his ancestors in the terraced fields. Nuo Fu wants to build a new house in the near future, but he hasn’t got enough money. Ge Bu and Nuo Fu are brothers, and when Ge Bu tries to raise fund for his hometown from those governmental departments, it came to Ge Bu that he should ask Nuo Fu about the epic he has been contemplating. On the other hand, A Ying, being Ge Bu’s friend, promised to sing at Ge Bu's wedding and his long journey.

Ge Bu finished his epic and found a publisher wanting to publish it. But Ge Bu is not convinced and decides to hold a seminar about his epic. He invited the wizards to share their opinions, and received lots of valuable input, especially from Nuo Fu who is also a wizard.

After several years of traveling, A-Ying is introduced to his second wife, whose husband passed away not long ago. With the relatives behind, they got married and at the same time, A-Ying is still Ge Bu's inspiration of songs, as it has always been. Soon after the completion of his epic, Ge Bu’s son was born. With the soybeans harvested, Nuo Fu decides to find work in the cities, in order to realize his dream of his new house. 

Ge Bu came back to the hometown, Nuo Fu decided to leave, and A-Ying still sings with his Sanxian in the village. Nonetheless, the songs stayed in their mind calls their ancestors from the ancient time.

Dir. Li Xiaojiang    100 mins    2009     English Subtitles 
Oct 28,  6:30pm

The Last Great Dongba
(Dongbas are Ritualists of the Naxi People) 
 Filmed over a period of six years, this documentary introduces seven culture-bearers of the Naxi people. Three great Dongbas passed away in recent years, and a “King of Songs” passed away in 2008. This film includes rare scenes of them while alive, and records their mourning rites. On a high-altitude plateau at 7500 feet, the Naxi have preserved elements of their ancient culture: pictographic writing, mysterious rituals, and unique marriage customs. In Lijiang, where the Naxi population is concentrated, some rituals are no longer passed down, but in the watershed of the Jinshajiang, in areas reachable only by tea horse routes that pass through forests and across mountain ranges, the pluralistic Naxi culture preserves its ancient form, with coming-of-age ceremonies, naming rituals, offerings to ancestors, polyandry, love suicides, and funeral bonfires. Along the way, little known rituals are covered in all their mysterious resonance. This is a rare cinematic document of cultural anthropology, presenting a precious genuine folk culture at the verge of losing continuity.
Director: Gu Xue-er     60 minutes   2010   English Subtitles 
1428

The “Great Sichuan Earthquake” took place at 14:28 on May 12, 2008.10 days after: Scenes not seen on official/TV, “survival” is the keyword. Ordinary people are salvaging destroyed pig farms in the mountains, recuperating cents-worth scrapped metals, or pillaging victims’ homes. Behind the highly-mediatized official visits, inconsolable grief of families searching for loved ones. Throughout, a vagabond in tattered clothes wanders among the ruins, observing tragic scenes. A monk and a Taoist visionary suggest: “the earthquake is the consequence of Earth-Gods no longer worshipped.” 

210 days after: Harsh winter, villagers preparing for Lunar New Year, the Vagabond and family are detailing grievances about the ill-handling of rebuilding schemes and relief funds. Gearing up for a high official’s visit, comes a thorough clean-up of the villages and tent-resettlement for refugees. Promise made for all to live in houses in winter seems tough to keep. Fake parts in the community transformer brought electricity blackout for New Year’s Eve reunion dinners. New Year Day starts as never-ending parade of tourists buying DVDs of the most horrific scenes, souvenir albums of corpses being pulled out of the ruins, and photo taking in front of BeiChuan, the town most severely hit, where over 70000 people perished in seconds.
Orizzonti Prize for Best documentary, the 66th Venice International Film Festival, 2009
Dir.  Du Haibin     121 mins    2009     English Subtitles 
